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Seventh Sunday of Easter – May 21, 2023 
Divine Service Setting One – The Lutheran Service Book  
 
 

Opening Hymn          “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”               # 821 
 

Invocation (stand) 
 

Confession and Absolution (stand)                                Page 151 
 

Service of the Word 
Introit                                 Psalm 100:1-5; antiphon: Psalm 101:1 

I will sing of steadfast love and justice; 
 to you, O Lord, I will make music. 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 
 serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence with singing! 
Know that the Lord, he is God! 
 It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! 
 Give thanks to him; bless his name! 
For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 
 and his faithfulness to all generations. 
 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

I will sing of steadfast love and justice; 
 to you, O Lord, I will make music. 
 
Kyrie                                                             page 152 
 

Hymn of Praise         “This is the Feast”                   page 155 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day                             page 156 
O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not without consolation 
but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father; for You live and reign with Him and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Scripture Readings                                       (response: “Thanks be to God.”) 

First Reading                                         Acts 1:12-26                               
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath 
day's journey away.  And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were 
staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, 
James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. All these with one 
accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and his brothers. 



In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) and 
said, “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the 
mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus.  For he was 
numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.”  (Now this man acquired a field 
with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his 
bowels gushed out. And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was 
called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)  “For it is written in the Book of 
Psalms, “‘May his camp become desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in it’; and “‘Let another 
take his office.’ So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord 
Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken 
up from us - one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.”  And they put 
forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias.                    
And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you 
have chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go 
to his own place.”  And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered 
with the eleven apostles. 
 

Gradual  
I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy. With 
the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 
 
 

Epistle Reading                           1 Peter 4:12-19, 5:6-11       
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that 
you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.  If you are insulted for the name of 
Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.  But let none of you 
suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler.  Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, 
let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name.  For it is time for judgment to begin at 
the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey 
the gospel of God?  And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the 
sinner?”  Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful 
Creator while doing good. 
 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may 
exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.  Be sober-minded; be watchful.  
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  Resist 
him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your 
brotherhood throughout the world.   

And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal 
glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.  To him be the dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
P. The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 17th chapter. 
C. “Glory to You, O Lord”                                                              
 



Holy Gospel (stand)                                                                   John 17:1-11 
When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour 
has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all 
flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.  And this is eternal life, that they know 
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.  
I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. And now, 
Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 
“I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world.  Yours they were, 
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.  Now they know that everything that you 
have given me is from you.  For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have 
received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that 
you sent me.  I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have 
given me, for they are yours.  All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them.   

And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you.  Holy 
Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 
 

P. “This is the Gospel of the Lord.”                                            Page 157 
C. “Praise to You, O Christ.” 
 
Sermon Hymn       “See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph”       # 494 
                              

Sermon                                                     Pastor Squire  
                                  Acts 17:16-31 
Nicene Creed                                                     page 158 
Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering  
Offertory                             “What Shall I Render to the Lord” 
(From Psalm 116)                            Music and words on page 159-160 
 
Service of the Sacrament                           pages 160 – 166 
 

Distribution Hymns                                 # 623, # 484, # 664 
 

Post Communion Canticle     “Thank the Lord”                  page 164 
 

Benediction                                                         page 166 
 

Closing Hymn               “Be Strong in the Lord”                # 665 
 
Communion Statement 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this altar in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into 
our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 
strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent  
of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 
until He comes again. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm 
and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed,  



who are in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor.  You are invited to the Altar for 
a blessing from Pastor –just cross your arms over your chest.  Please schedule a time with Pastor or one of our  
Elders for further conversation about this Holy Sacrament.   
Thank you. 

 
Announcements  

 The Eternal Light shines from the Falk family in memory of loved ones. 
 The Eternal Light shines from the Malmin family in loving memory of Kuper.  
   

Thank you to Dick Dieterich and the Board of Elders for providing donuts for fellowship time this morning. 
 

Please join us in the library this morning for Adult Bible Study.  We will study Pastor’s sermon text in greater 
detail.  
       

Every Wednesday at 9 AM, the Ladies Bible Group meets in the church library.  
Confirmation classes are held Wednesdays at 3:45PM.  (Last class will be May 31.) 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study is at 7PM, studying Luther’s Large Catechism.   
Tai Chi for Health meets at 5PM on Thursdays.  
       

Blessings to those who are celebrating birthdays May 21-27:  
 Mark Hommez, Bryce Foster, Chris Slaichert, Lillian Schroeder, Wyatt Schroeder, Walter Schroeder, 
Hannah Groth, and Harper Steinberg.   
  Blessings to John & Jennifer Kisley as they celebrate their wedding anniversary.  
   

On May 22nd, St. Ansgar’s IC Club people will be parking in the church’s south parking lot as they gather to car-pool to a 
conference.  If you see a lot of cars that day, that’s why.  
 
   

                        Next Sunday, May 28th is Pentecost Sunday.  
 
 

Prayer and Potluck was scheduled for May 28, but because of Memorial Day weekend, it has been 
cancelled.  
   

Immanuel will participate in the “Baby Bottle Campaign” again this year to help raise funds for Hope for Life 
Pregnancy Center in Charles City.  The campaign runs from Mother’s Day to Father’s Day.  Please take a bottle, fill 
it with coins or bills, and return it to church by Father’s Day. 
 

This summer we will again have “All-ages” Sunday-school. All are welcome!  Parents and grandparents, 
consider sharing this time with your children.  We are looking for volunteers willing to lead the lessons 
(pre-prepared).  

This Week at Immanuel – May 21-28, 2023 
 

Today   9:00 AM       Worship & Holy Communion    
  10:00 AM Sunday school 
  10:00 AM  Fellowship time 
  10:30 AM Adult Bible Study 
         Graduation Sunday, recognizing Bella Martin and Mallory Juhl. 
 
Wednesday    9:00 AM Ladies Bible Group 



    3:45 PM  Confirmation 
    7:00 PM Evening Bible Study 
 

Thursday   5:00 PM Tai Chi for Health 
   

Next Sun.  9:00 AM      Worship & Holy Communion - Pentecost 
   10:00 AM  Fellowship time 
  10:30 AM Adult Bible Study 
 
   Prayer and Potluck has been cancelled due to Memorial Day weekend. 
  

Those serving us today: 
 Elders:  Richard Dieterich, Rick Marcks, Bruce Gerdts, Keith Horgen 
 Organists:          Carol Pahl, Sharon Stohr  
Sound System:  Jonathan Pahl, Mark Bless 
Acolyte:  Dylan Marcks 
Altar Guild  Lisa Groth, Sharon Groth 
 

 WEBSITE:  www.immanuelsta.org  E-MAIL:  ilstaworks@gmail.com 
FACEBOOK:   Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church, St. Ansgar Iowa 
Address:    308 West 5th St., P.O. Box 339, St. Ansgar, IA   50472 
Phone:       641-713-4782   
Pastor’s cell 563 209 1604 
 
 


