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Compline Service - page 253 December 18, 2024

Mid-week Advent Worship
The congregation assembles in silence.

Hymn “Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People” #347
Invocation (stand)
Versicles page 253

Confession / Absolution page 254



Psalm 98 (humeric pages, front of hymnal)
Chant responsively
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Readings from Holy Scripture

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her
warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD's hand double for
all her sins.

A voice cries: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for
our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall
become level, and the rough places a plain.

And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of

the LORD has spoken.” A voice says, "Cry!” And I said, "What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its
beauty is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of

the LORD blows on it; surely the people are grass.

The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. Go on up to a high
mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good
news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, "Behold your God!"Behold, the Lord GOD comes with
might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.

He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his
bosom,and gently lead those that are with young.

Epistle Reading Romans 8:31-39

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare
his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?

Who shall bring any charge against God's elect?

It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died - more than that, who was
raised - who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from
the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or
sword?

As it is written, "For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be
slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am
sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Holy Gospel Luke 1:67-79

And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, "Blessed be the Lord
God of Israel,for he has visited and redeemed his people and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in
the house of his servant David, as he spoke

by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we should be saved from our enemies and from the
hand of all who hate us; to show the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant,
the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us that we, being delivered from the hand of



our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare
his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, because of the
tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high to give light to those who sit in
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into

the way of peace.”

Responsory page 255
Hymn: "0 Lord, How Shall I Meet You" # 334
Sermon “Peace and Terror” Pastor Squire
Luke 1:67-79

The Apostles Creed (inside back cover of Hymnal)
Prayers page 256-257
The Lord's Prayer page 257
Nunc Dimittis page 258
Benediction

Hymn “Praise Be to God” (insert)

(To the tune “Chesterfield" LSB 349)

Bulletin cover art - Scripture reference:
“Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. Not as the world gives do | give to you. Let not your hearts be
troubled, neither let them be afraid.” — John 14:27



